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Promoting & supporting the power of play

1 ) THE VALUE OF TOY
LIBRARIES

Toy libraries are an exciting and flexible resource for
children and families offering toy and equipment
loan, play opportunities and family support. There
are many different types of toy libraries and they can
be located in a wide variety of settings and
organisations. Some toy libraries may offer their
services to the wider local community; others
provide services to specific client groups e.g.
childminders, , teenage parents.
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Logic Model for Toy Libraries

Smart Play Network Members Support

As a member you have access to telephone and email
support. For more information about the topics
covered in this guidance sheet, or any other queries
you may have about your project, please contact us
using: 0131 554 2620 or admin@smartplaynetwork.org

Situation

Children and families have limited access to play services . SMA RT PLAY
Lone and young parents are vulnerable to isolation and stress . Parents need peer support and help with parenting. \J

Parents are spending too much money on toys. Families spend more and more time indoors. NETWO R K

Income deprivation is restricting access to play opportunities and increased pressures around providing resources for play. -
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Assumptions

Toy libraries attract families that other services may find difficult to reach .

Child led play encourages creativity, increases confidence and builds social relationships

Quality play experiences contribute to positive outcomes later in life

Using scrap resources and borrowing toys and resources relieves financial pressures on families

Parents that have support from peers and professionals are more able to cope therefore are less stressed.
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